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This memorandum augments information in Section 36-8 of the BDE Manual. 
The additions discussed will be incorporated in the BDE manual in a future 
update of the BDE Manual. 
 
 
Background 
 
In response to the Fox River Grove, Illinois train-bus crash in October 1995, 
the attached guidance was developed in consultation with the Illinois 
Commerce Commission and the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Grade 
Crossing Safety Task Force.  This treatment has been studied, accepted and 
recommended in various publications from the Federal Highway 
Administration, the Institute of Transportation Engineers, and the 
Transportation Research Board. 
 
Applicability 
 
The procedures in this memorandum are applicable to projects which include 
the proposed installation of pre-signal traffic signals at railroad grade 
crossings near signalized highway intersections. 
 
Procedures 
 
Pre-signals should be installed at a grade crossing when the distance between 
the stop bar and the nearest rail is 56 feet (17.1 meters) or less.  If the 
crossing is on a State highway, or if a high percentage of multi-unit vehicles 
cross the tracks, then pre-signals should be installed when the distance 
between the stop bar and the nearest rail is 81 feet (24.7 meters) or less. 
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